
WORKSHOP

An update on DNA technology for the seedstock producer

The range of tools available to the beef seedstock industry is entering 
into the exciting new era  of DNA technology.

In order to ensure that you are positioned to take advantage of this
new technology, your Breed Society is providing you with an
“all you need to know” guide to DNA technology.   

 	 SO COME ALONG & LEARN ABOUT
	 DNA basics: What is DNA? What is a gene marker? What is a SNP?

	 Applications for DNA technology in your herd & the advantages/
disadvantages it offers over current selection tools

	 The value of the  DNA technology that is currently available
	  - an independent assessment.

	 The factors you need to consider before using DNA technology
	 in your herd 

The workshops will be conducted by Southern Beef Technology Services (SBTS) 
& Tropical Beef Technology Services (TBTS), on behalf of your Breed Society.

KNOW YOUR



The workshop program is primarily targeted at seedstock producers, however people who are involved in
the beef industry may also benefit from attending a workshop (eg. agents, scanners, commercial producers).
A light lunch will be provided at the end of the workshop.

>

8.45 am	 Registration

9.00 am	 Welcome
	 An introduction to the workshop program and presenters.

9.10 am  	 DNA Technology – Understanding the Basics 
	 An introduction to DNA for the seedstock producer. What is DNA? What is a
	 gene marker?  What is a SNP?

9.30 am	 Applying DNA Technology in Your Herd
	 How can DNA technology be used by seedstock herds? What DNA technologies 

are commercially available today? Includes discussion on use of DNA technology 
for parent verification and management of genetic disorders. 

10.00 am	 Genetic Improvement Using DNA Technology
	 Using DNA technology within your breeding program to improve the genetics of 

your animals for commercially important production traits. What advantages
	 does DNA have over the tools currently available? What limitations does it have? 

10.30 am	 Morning Tea

10.50 am	 Validation of Current Gene Markers
	 Do the current gene markers work? Includes an overview of the results from
	 the Smartgene for Beef project and the independent validation of MVPs. 

Discussion on the development of BREEDPLAN Marker Assisted EBVs.  

11.35 am	 Should YOU be using DNA Technology in YOUR Herd?
	 Group exercises using case studies to discuss the use of DNA technology in your 

herd. What considerations do you need to make before using DNA technology? 
Should you be DNA testing your animals now? Should you be using DNA 
information when selecting animals? 

12.30 pm	 DNA Technology – The Future
	 An insight into how DNA technology is likely to progress in the future.
	 Includes an overview of the proposed Beef Information Nucleus. 

12.45 pm	 Closing remarks and general discussion

WORKSHOP PROGRAM
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The workshop program is primarily targeted at seedstock producers, however people who are involved in
the beef industry may also benefit from attending a workshop (eg. agents, scanners, commercial producers).
A light lunch will be provided at the end of the workshop.

Workshops will be conducted in the following locations.

JUNE 2009		

Tuesday June 2nd	 Perth	 Comfort Inn Bel Eyre
Wednesday June 3rd	 Albany	 Dept. of Agriculture & Food
Thursday June 4th	 Bridgetown	 Bridgetown Shire Hall
Tuesday June 16th	 Mt Gambier	 Blue Lake Golf Links
Wednesday June 17th	 Keith	 Keith Institute
Thursday June 18th	 Adelaide	 Chifley Hotel
Tuesday June 23rd	 Tamworth	 The Alandale Motor Inn
Wednesday June 24th	 Orange	 Orange Agricultural Institute
Thursday June 25th	 Goulburn	 Goulburn Soldiers Club
Friday June 26th	 Holbrook	 Community Resource Centre

JULY 2009		

Wednesday July 8th	 Casino	 Casino RSM Club
Thursday July 9th	 Toowoomba	 Toowoomba Motel & Events Centre
Friday July 10th	 Gympie	 Gympie RSL Club
Monday July 13th	 Rockhampton	 DPI&F Conference Centre
Tuesday July 14th	 Emerald	 AACC Emerald Campus
Wednesday July 15th	 Longreach	 The Longreach Club
Friday July 17th	 Charters Towers	 DPI&F Office
Tuesday July 28th	 Hamilton	 Hamilton DPI
Wednesday July 29th	 Ballarat	 Mid City Motel
Thursday July 30th	 Seymour	 The Seymour Club

Friday July 31st	 Warragul	 Arts Centre Warragul

AUGUST 2009		

Tuesday August 18th	 Launceston	 Venue TBA

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE
KNOW YOUR

> For catering purposes, people wishing to attend any of the workshops are asked 
to register prior to the workshop. A registration form has been enclosed. 

> A full listing of address details for each venue is available on the SBTS & TBTS 
websites. 



REGISTRATION FEES
WORKSHOP

Registration fees include morning tea and lunch. In addition, participants
will also be provided with a set of proceedings.

Members of Breed Societies participating in SBTS	      $40 per enterprise*

Blonde d’Aquitaine, Charolais, Devon, Gelbvieh, Hereford, Limousin, Murray Grey,
Red Angus, Red Poll, Salers, Shorthorn, Simmental, South Devon, Wagyu

Members of Breed Societies participating in TBTS	      $40 per enterprise*

Belmont Red, Braford, Brahman, Brangus, Charbray, Droughtmaster, Santa Gertrudis, 
Senepol, Simbrah

Other				         $80 per enterprise*

(eg. Commercial Producers, Scanners, Agents, Members of Breed Societies not 
participating in either SBTS or TBTS)

* Note – the per enterprise cost 
covers attendance for up to 
two people from an individual 
enterprise. Attendance by three 
or more people from an individual 
enterprise will incur a cost 
of $20 per additional person. 
For participants in the “Other” 

category, this cost will be $40 per 
additional person. 

Cancellation Policy – Full refunds 
will be given if the SBTS or TBTS 
office is notified 1 week or more 
before the date of each scheduled 
workshop. 

If workshops are fully booked, 
preference will be given to 
members of Breed Societies 
participating in SBTS or TBTS.

In any case, you will be issued 
with confirmation of your 
workshop registration.   

Southern Beef Technology Services
ABRI, University of New England
ARMIDALE NSW 2351

Ph: (02) 6773 3555  Fax: (02) 6772 5376
Email: office@sbts.une.edu.au
Web: http://sbts.une.edu.au

Tropical Beef Technology Services
PO Box 809
ROCKHAMPTON QLD 4700

Ph: (07) 4927 6066  Fax: (07) 4927 6036
Email: office@tbts.une.edu.au
Web: http://tbts.une.edu.au

For further information on the “Know Your Genes” workshops, please contact:
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